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ΟΤΗΕ WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


May 13, 1961 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


You may be interested to know of the 
existence of the attached memorandum 
from Claiborne Pell concerning Cuban 


policy. It is not necessary to read | 


it since you will be familiar with 
the argument; but it consists of a 
fairly intelligent statement of the 
case against intervention. As you 
know, Claiborne made a private visit 
to Cuba in December. 


ΠΝ 


Arthur Schlesinger, jr. 
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Ν 1 ctreagy urges that wo ρου] not ctep up overt or convert nciica 
᾿ in Cuba at this time. Above all, I believe it would be Ὁ | calamity if - 
Americs (ἢ troops should be involved in any way In the near future. ° 

“My reaoons orct | | 

No revolution can be eparked unless the populnce ia rendy. In thig 
cnne, my own percor: ai cocervations in Cubs 5 and the reports of thas « 
nowamen and unbiased ebservera which I have gcea, lead me to. belicve 
Hint the msfority of Cubans have not yct become cufficlently divillustoned 
with Cactro and, hence, are not ready to rics. 7 ᾿ | | 

Vie are all evrore that the reaction of our Latim Americen nefghtore to | 
forthe Uatted ciatsa intervention would, tn general, be bad, οὐ it wor ud be 
threuchout the world. Poriags the ect evidence of the sericuancss of rec ent 
Latta Americaza reaction wan the demonciration in Urucucy, the mest 
Remecratic Latin Americen country end ὃ traditional friend ef o:re. 
I underatand FU was one of the largect demonstrations that μεσ cocurrg ᾿ Β 
there since the Was ιν and it who diracted entlroly ecatnet ate’ better in 
Cuba. | | | a 

Ike eve that the (mpaet in tha Urdted lations of further Amc tenn . 
intervention would bs particularly ted rafal. Morcaver, | if we should ἀπο 
ΩΣ fervene in Cuba. to depoce a etlli pom ularly sunrorted gover mment, §¢ would, 
cf couree, make it inconsistent and {reteal for our representatives in Kew 


York to protest aimilar Covict attempt in ciher countries. |. | 
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1: counter arcuracnt to the cliest that wa are "pateica” because we 


erg ect. οἱ ng mora ection fo wa: ally ndvaneed by pecple from the 
relatlv Ν Ὶ ereall profseatonal and ontrs prencurtai eecmente οἵ Latino 
Ameri can soclety. Eut, thease are tie very groups toward which, because 


of their ability to epeak Ensiich end their personal eitractivensne, ‘our own 


repress ntatives from the State Depariment, tho CIA, and other Government : 


ecepales tend to exivitate. | 

Finally, when at coracs to tho view νῷ of Cuban refugees themeclves, γι} 
| long bats ereoral exper rience In Cealing wit! 4) refug eco end emigrs politienl | 
| figures kas made me extremely leery of evrduations ronde by cuch groupa. 

Iem folly aware that regiracs Nike Cartro's do not simply wither ΦΥ͂ 
ard dic. Lits o boil, they cometimes have to be surgically removed. , Bat, 
tie boll must feat come toe head ond thig means, as you cugzest, a 
pericd of walting, Cuken peepio will co tae cperation themortves. —_ 

If they dak, thna, when the boll bas reached its heed, when tis Cubana 
‘are Εἰ: aznchanted, ard when pub! le opinion in Latin America 10 galvanized, 
mere direct ection might spprepriately be taken. Under such eonditlons it | 

at be possitie to do this through the Orguatmtton of American Εἰαίουτε  " 
ἃ condition that doca not exist todry. 
| In the menntime, I belicve there are ΣΟΥ y positive mca cures we e2n 
take 2, οὗ which the “Alliance for Progress program is the most importa ii 
we can male thia truly | a long-term measure and mate sure thot it ts tmple- 
racnied £0 ‘tat the fruits of progre Ww at] reach all cagments of the verions 


populations, 1 believe it will be encceasful beyond all hepe t and will derron- 


8 
I elco believe that our policy of mating elcar our δ! ΕἸ κα οἵ all 


étetatora is moc nt correct, In my opinioa, we ghould never yinild to the 


temptation Ὁ relax this policy on the fallacious grounds that vo muot 


᾿ be friends with anyone who cppozes Cagtro. Ν 
‘long rence 
We have already had indicationa that positive/programs deeigned to 
alloviate conditions under which Centroism can fcurish may find incres 
thaly sympathetic climate in Latin America. Bresil has indicated thant tl 
ere now becoming worried. This is quite an admiesicn from the Gundro: 
‘regime. ‘There have also been anti- Castro demonstrations in Conta Rics 
‘There ie good reagon to belicve that Brasil and Costa Rica are cot alone 
in their concern. | | | 
If the Communists do build up miosile bases or participate is cone 
other form of overt aggressive activity toward the United Sintes from 
_ the Cuban beachhesd, we may cvcntually beforced to take action. Put, 
“45 we do, we must do co, being avare of the inconsistency of gsying that. 
| it is all right for us to have mincile sites in Turkey, | near the bowery. 
of our enemy, while at tha cume time it io wrong for our enemy to have 
‘misaile sites near us, | | | . ΝΦὟ 
My hope would be that, if the time arises we must take action ayainst 
missile gites in Cuba, our icDK program will be advanced to such 
an extent that we would take the nonition ghat we no longer necd missile — 


: bites in Turkey and could dispenz2 with them while at the came ume 


| ‘pearing down en the Cuban missile sites, 


